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Review & Outlook
Review

Last week was plenary week for the Parliament, which lead to some interesting developments such as the approval, as part of the wider 'EU consumer policy strategy 2007-2013' package, of US-style class action law suits for cross boarder consumer redress, and the adoption of the directive on Criminal Law for Environmental protection. Dr Robert Crawshaw from Lancaster University visited the office while in Brussels as part of the evaluation of the Lancaster students currently on placement here.
Outlook
Next week Tanja is visiting Preston for meetings with various Colleagues, and it is Committee Week, in Brussels, for the European Parliament.
Funding Opportunities and Consultations
Consultation: EU Roaming Regulation

As part of its commitment to the review the ‘Roaming Regulation’ with a view to extending it beyond 2010 the Commission has launched a public consultation. It seeks feedback from industry, consumers and other interested stakeholders on the general functioning and impact of the current Regulation as well as on specific issues such as: 
· inadvertent roaming (or involuntary roaming) when consumers use their mobile phone close to the border of a neighbouring country and are connected to a foreign network; 

· the effect of the Regulation on smaller operators and on domestic prices; 

· the issue of actual and billed minutes (e.g. whether there has been any detrimental trend away from "per second" to "per minute" billing as a result of the Regulation); 

· whether regulation is necessary for data roaming services and SMS in light of current retail prices and market developments; 

· the duration of the EU Roaming Regulation (until 30 June 2010 or beyond).

The consultation documents are available here
The deadline for any submissions is 2nd July 2008
Consultation: Information and Communication Technologies enabling Energy Efficiency

The European Commission has launched a public consultation aimed at getting the views of all stakeholders on the sectors that offer the greatest levels of improved energy efficiency through the use of ICT.  

This consultation follows the recent publication of the European Commission’s communication ‘Addressing the challenge of energy efficiency through ICT’. (See Policy Update 14 May 2008)

The Commission is also keen to hear views on the actions that need to be taken at the European level to achieve this energy saving potential.

The sectors outlined in the consultation are:

· Transport

· Energy Efficiency

· Building and Construction Sector

· Electricity Sector

· Manufacturing Sector

· Structural Change

The on-line consultation can be found at:

The deadline for submissions is: Monday 21st July 2008
More information and the on-line questionnaire can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=ICT4EE
The Commission’s communication ‘Addressing the challenge of energy efficiency through ICT’ can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=4101
Source:

European Commission
Consultation: Review of the 'Less Favoured Area' scheme

 The European Commission has launched a public consultation on a possible review of the 'Less Favoured Area' scheme. The consultation is looking for opinions and experiences of stakeholders and interested members of the public on four policy options. The options are set out in a comprehensive consultation paper, which is available here.  The consultation is open until the 30 June and responses should be sent to AGRI-F3@ec.europa.eu.
Partner Searches
If you would like to circulate your own partner search, please contact us
ICT for Energy Efficiency: Alsace, France

The Region of Alsace is looking for partners in response to the call for proposals: ICT-PSP-2008-2 (deadline 9th September 2008), in the area of Energy efficiency in public buildings. The idea behind this 36 month project is to implement best practices in the area of ICT-based solutions: energy efficiency in public building and spaces, including improved control and management of heating, ventilation, air conditioning, lighting, and other energy-hungry devices.

Specific project objectives include:

· Implementation of remote meter reading and technical management
· adaptation of energy production based on use, using energy and lighting only for the needed time period and the area being used
· Improvements to buildings with significant changes such as insulation envelopes and changes to HVAC
For more information contact:

Mauro RAMPAZZO Project Leader, Region of Alsace tel.  +33 (0)3.88.15.67.13  

mauro.rampazzo@region-alsace.eu

Gillian CANTE European Projects, Region of Alsace Tel. +33 (0)3.88.15.65.91

Gillian.cante@region-alsace.eu
Leonardo da Vinci: Hampshire Fire Service

The Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service is investigating Leonardo funding. They are looking for other fire services, who would be interested in exploring partnership opportunities for a possible future funding bid.

Interested parties should contact: 

Ms Jill Horn
Community Response Support Office 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service Headquarters
Leigh Road
Eastleigh 
Hampshire
GB - SO50 9SJ

Tel: +44 23 80 64 40 00 ext 32 36
Mobile:  +44 79 18 88 81 32

Email: jill.horn@hantsfire.gov.uk
Web: www.hantsfire.gov.uk
Cell Therapy and Regenerative Medicine: University Hospital La Paz, Madrid, Spain

A group of researchers from La Paz Hospital are looking for partners for a project under the funding stream ‘HEALTH-2007-1.4-6: Stem cell lines for cell-based therapies’.

Objectives of the project include:

- Isolation and characterisation of adult stem cells (human and animal models)

- Studies on mechanisms of cell transformation and cancer spread (metastases)

- Clinical trials (La Paz iscurrently leading the only phase III clinical trial in Europe on cell therapy with adult mesenchymal stem cells derived from adipose tissue)

- translate preclinical research into clinical practice by implementing clinical trials. Also study the safety of cell therapy, focused on tumorigenesis and adult mesenchymal stem cells

For further information contact:

Fernando de Miguel Pedrero, PhD

fdemiguel.hulp@salud.madrid.org
Pilar Diarte Pérez, BSc

pilar.diarte@uam.es   
+34 91 2071022

+34 91 4975326

http://www.fg.uam.es/catedras/cellerix/
INTERREG IVB

The current partners in the REDUCE project - an INTERREG IIIB project on waste minimisation - are willing to develop a new project proposal to submit to the forth-coming INTERREG IVB Third Call, in September 2008. 

The new project will focus on linking waste minimisation and climate change approaches in territories, and will strive for behaviour and organisational change in public, private and associative structures. Partners must have relevant, original and pioneer experience.

For further information contact:

Sophie Marguliew

Responsable de projet, Service Prévention des déchets 

Espace Environnement ASBL

Rue de Montigny, 29

B-6000 Belgique 

Tel . : 00 32 71 300 300 - 00 32 71 509 654

Fax : 00 32 509 678

Mobile : 00 32 494 29 03 19

smarguliew@espace-environnement.be
Back to contents
Conferences
European E-Skills 2008 Conference

9 - 10 October 2008, Thessaloniki (Greece)

This conference is organised by the European Commission and the European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training (Cedefop) in partnership with the e-Skills Industry Leadership Board and it aims to bring together experts from government, ICT industry, social partners, academia and other stakeholders to discuss best practices, flagship projects and report on progress. 

Pre-registration, which is mandatory, is open until 30 June 2008. For further information, see the conference website
Back to contents
EU General
Contact: Anne O’Mahony


No articles!
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Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Contact: Anne O’Mahony

Health Check

On May 22, the European Commission published its long awaited “health check” legislative proposals on the Common Agricultural Policy.  These are the main legislative changes proposed to the CAP until post 2013 and they are regarded as hugely important.  The texts propose further cutting of the link between direct payments and production.  They also propose abolishing arable set-aside, steady increase in milk quotas, prior to their abolition in 2015 and a reduction in market intervention.  The Commission also proposes an increase in modulation where direct payments to farmers (pillar 1) are reduced in favour of greater spending on rural development (pillar 2).

These texts will now have to be agreed with Member States, if they are to become law.  France, which holds the rotating presidency of the EU from 1 July 2008 hopes to see agreed proposals by the end of 2008.   The completion of the Health Check is one of the four main priorities of the French Presidency.  If legislation is not agreed before the end of the year, then it will be very much delayed as the Lisbon Treaty, if implemented, will give the European Parliament greater powers in the field of agriculture from 1 January 2009.  If agreement is not reached before the end of 2008, then the involvement of the Parliament which is due for re-election in June 2009 would mean agreement would be unlikely before 2010.

For a copy of the Commission Press Release see here.

For the Commission’s main website on the health check with details of the proposals, impact assessment, guide and summary, see here.

For a slideshow summarising the proposals, see here.

Responses to address rising global food prices

The Commission has prepared a communication on this issue which proposes solutions including measures in the context of the health check, monitoring the retail sector and initiatives to enhance supply and increase food security.

For more details see here.

Back to contents
Education and Culture
Contact: Jonathan Hewitt
Work Plan for Culture 2008-2010

The Council of Ministers has adopted a new work plan for culture for the 2008-2010. The main element involves improving the mobility of artists in Europe. The plan is to estavlish a working group which will look at improving mobility in proffessional training curricula in the EU and map existing mobility practices to identify gaps and best practice.

Other elements include increasing the mobility of musuem collections and experts and the launch of a prototype Common European Digital Library by the end of 2008. Finally a working group will be set up to look at maximising the  potential of cultural and creative industries, with the aim of drafting a green paper on the topic.

Source: Council of Ministers
Back to contents
e-Europe and Information Society
Contact: Jonathan Hewitt
Parliament petitioned to use open source software

A petition has been delivered to the Parliament asking it to use only free source software. Its servers and blog pages use it, however video streaming must be done with Windows Media Player. Signitories claim that this is is contrary to Chapter 1 of the Treaty on European Union which states ‘decisions are taken with the greatest possible respect for openness and as near as possible to the citizens’.

Commission encouraging the use of IPv6

The Commission has set a target of getting 25% of industry, public authorities and households to use Internet Protocol version 6 rather than the currently used version 4 by 2010. It has called for action at European level to get all actors prepared for a timely, efficient change.

IPv4, used since 1984, provides 4.3 billion addresses, of which only about 700 million or 16% remain free. IPv6 will make an almost unlimited amount of IP-addresses available, which will make it much easier for home users to build their own private networks and connect them to the Internet. It will also allow applications based on networking huge numbers of small and simple devices, such as energy management for street lighting and intelligent buildings.

Most new computers and servers being sold by major manufacturers are already IPv6 compatible, but are only reachable through their old IPv4 addresses. In order to start the ball rolling, the Commission has called on Member State governments to migrate their own networks and e-government services to the new protocol, and it says that Member States should make the use of IPv6 a condition for a public procurement.

Source: European Commission
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Employment and Social Affairs
Contact: Anne
 O’Mahony

Social Package

There is speculation in Brussels that the so-called social affairs package which was due to be published on 25 June will not appear until July.  We understand that the package will comprise of:

· a mid-term review of the social agenda (a “vision” paper) addressing the issues of access, opportunity and solidarity; 

· a draft directive on discrimination likely to deal with access to goods service and facilities for people with disabilities (this may also address ageism and discrimination on religious grounds, though at this point, this is unlikely)

· a draft directive on health services (addressing issues such as patient mobility); and

an amendment to the works council directive (which will however, continue to apply only to larger companies with a presence in at least two EU member states)
Back to contents
Enterprise
Contact: Anne

 O’Mahony
Key Figures on European Business

The Commission’s statistical arm, Eurostat, has published this document which gives information on main features of European business and its size and structure.   It includes a special feature on key factors for business success, including an analysis of the characteristics of successful entrepreneurs and gives an insight into the issues that determine the success and growth of new enterprises, as well as the motivation of entrepreneurs and the difficulties they face.  The publication is available to download here.
Back to contents
Environment
Contact: Tanja Siggs
Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law Directive – Agreement reached

The Council (forum for member state ministers) and the European Parliament have reached agreement on the protection of the environment through criminal law directive.  

The directive regulates the protection of the environment through criminal sanctions and provides for a more effective implementation of European Union (EU) environmental protection policy.  

The directive provides for criminal penalties to be applied to certain activities with a detrimental impact on the environment.  However, the exact nature of the criminal sanctions imposed will be for each EU member state to decide.  

The directive outlines the activities to be considered as criminal offences.  These include:

· The illegal waste management and the illegal disposal of radioactive substances where these activities result, or may result, in death or serious injuries to people, or considerable deterioration in the condition of air, soil, water, animals and plants.

· The illegal operation of production facilities undertaking hazardous activities likely to have similar effects as outlined above.

· The illegal slaughter or destruction of protected animals and plants

· The illegal production and use of substances that deplete the ozone layer.

The directive is due to come into force in 2010.

Further information can be found at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/crime/index.htm
Source:

Slovenian Presidency

European Commission

European Parliament
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Health and Consumer Protection
Contact: Jonathan Hewitt 
Class action law suits for the EU

The Parliament has voted in favour of the Commission’s plan to introduce US-style class action law suits for the settlement of cross-border consumer complaints. The process was approved as the Parliament adopted the 'EU consumer policy strategy 2007-2013'. The Commission assess various examples from around the world, specifically the USA, and will release a Communication on collective redress this autumn.

Source: European Parliament
Back to contents
Justice and Home Affairs
Contact: Tanja Siggs
European Commission supports platform to combat the commercial exploitation of children on the internet

The European Commission has outlined its support for an ‘EU Coalition of Stakeholders against the commercial exploitation of children on the Internet’.

The coalition of stakeholders aims to combat the rising problem of the commercial distribution of child sexual abuse images on the internet.  The coalition will bring together European Union law enforcement authorities, banks, credit card companies, on-line payment companies and internet service providers.

The European Commission hopes this coalition will strengthen efforts to tackle the problem by establishing mechanisms to track credit card and electronic payments and identifying and prosecuting criminals.

Further information can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/fsj/children/fsj_children_intro_en.htm
Back to contents
Regional Policy
Contact: Anne O’Mahony
 
Outcome of negotiations on the new operational programmes

The Commission has analysed the content of the 450 operational programmes which will see cohesion policy 2007-13 implemented. It has adopted a Communication which gives information on the priorities determined by the Member States and the regions.

The communication is available here. 

The short (6 page) annex which gives some interesting detail on what types of priorities are attracting funding is here. 

A PowerPoint presentation with some of the key figures is here.
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Research
Contact: Jonathan Hewitt
New bid for EIT HQ

East German city Jena has joined the competition to head the EU’s new research institution. The application promoted itself on being a bridge between the older western Member States and the newer eastern ones. It highlighted its unique position as part of an old western member, whilst being at the same time, essentially a newer eastern region. Jena has recently been awarded 2008’s City of Science and is home to high-tech industries Carl Zeiss and Jenoptik.

It is expected that the decision on the EIT’s home will be made by the end of this month if possible, and if not, certainly before the Governing Board is named at the end of June.

For further information see the statement of the Minister President of Thuringia and the Jena website
Back to contents
Transport
Contact: Tanja Siggs
European Commission launches package of proposals to improve vehicle safety and environmental performance

The European Commission has launched a package of measures aimed at improving the safety and environmental performance of passenger cards and heavy vehicles.

The proposals include the compulsory fitting of Electronic Stability Control (ESC) in all new cars from 2012 and the introduction of Low Rolling Resistance Tyres (LRRT) also by 2012.

The package of proposals includes the following road safety requirements:

· Mandatory Electronic Stability Control (ESC) systems for new cars and commercial vehicles from 2012.  ESC can help a driver keep control of the vehicle in situations such as poor road conditions and emergency braking.

· Advance Emergency Braking (AEB) – this will apply to large vehicles from 2013.  AEB uses in-vehicle sensors to alert the driver when their vehicle is too close to the vehicle in front.

· Lane Departure Warning (LDW) systems – this will apply to large vehicles from 2013. LDW systems warn drivers when the vehicle is close to leaving the lane unintentionally.

The package also contains environment-related measures related to tyres.  These are:

· Low Rolling Resistance Tyres (LRRT) – these lead to lower fuel consumption by reducing the resistance to motion.  

· Tyre Pressure Monitoring Systems (TPMS) – this system is designed to warn drivers when the tyre pressure is below its optimum level.  This will reduce fuel consumption and extend the life of the tyres.  The TPMS will be compulsory from 2012.

The European Commission’s package of measures also propose to repeal over 50 existing directives and amend over 100 other related directives to be replaced were possible by references to United Nations Regulations.

More information on the package of measures can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/automotive/safety/new_package.htm
Source:

European Commission
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Diary
	14 May
	III Local meets Europe – ALDE conference on corporate social responsibility toolkit for local authorities. For further information, please contact Tanja Siggs

	15 May
	Lisbon Regions Conference on the impact of migration.  For further information, please contact Anne O’Mahony.

	19 May
	Meeting with UKBO (UK Brussels Office) colleagues to discuss transport issues. For further information, please contact Tanja Siggs

	19 May
	Meeting with UKBO (UK Brussels Office) colleague to discuss environment issues. For further information, please contact Tanja Siggs

	19 May
	Meeting with Eamon O’Hara, Communication Unit, Executive Agency, Commission’s LIFE Environmental Programme. For further information, please contact Anne O’Mahony.

	21 May
	Preparatory meeting on Open Doors Day, For more information, please contact Jonathan Hewitt.

	22 May
	UK Brussels Office meeting with European Commission on Employment and Social Policy.  For further information, please contact Anne O’Mahony.

	22 May
	Conference on Peri-Urban Regions with Agriculture Commissioner, Mariann Fischer-Boel.  For further information, please contact Anne O’Mahony

	22 May
	Meeting with Clare Roberts-Garzaniti on co-operation between the Lancashire Sinfonietta and the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra.  For further information, please contact Anne O’Mahony
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Contact Details
Lancashire Brussels Office

North West of England House

Rue du Marteau 21

B-1000 Brussels

Belgium

Fax: +32 2 229 5383

Anne O’Mahony            
+32 2 229 5371

anne.omahony@lancashire-brussels.org
Tanja Siggs

+32 2 229 5372

tanja.siggs@lancashire-brussels.org
Jonathan Hewitt

+32 2 229 5398
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